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I. Introduction: Matthew 23:1-12
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so do and observe 
whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, 
and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. 5 They do all their deeds 
to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of honor at feasts 
and the best seats in the synagogues 7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 8 But you are not to be 
called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, 
who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you shall be your 
servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
Hmmmm.... Some things to think about
1. Were the scribes and pharisees in Jesus’ days possible precursors to the papal positions? Are we, in a Protensant church, any 

better (or worse)?
2. In calling a man a “pope” —which comes from the Greek word pappas meaning “father”— is this a direct violation of Jesus’ 

instruction in Matt. 23:9, or was Jesus speaking hyperbolically?

Reformation Dawns, page 1

NotesII. Problems in the Papacy (or shall we say “Papacies”?)
A. 70 Year captivity of the Church
 1. In 1305 Pope Clement V moved the papacy (the head of operations for the Ro-

man Catholic Church) from Rome, Italy to Avingnon, France
 2. Practically all of Europe protested this move
 3. Clement V dismantled the Order of the Knights Templar who had been charged 

for their sacrilege, sodomy, and idolatrous practices
 4. For 70 years the papacy ruled from Avingnon, but truth be told it was really the 

French Monarchy that controlled the papacy (therefore France had its thumb on 
the church)

B. 1378 began the Great Schism
 1. Pope Gregory XI elected Pope and moved the papacy back to Rome
 2. However, France declared Clement VII to be the next Pope
 3. The Roman Church struggled for 40 years with two rivaling popes
 4. Reconciliation was needed (and felt) throughout Europe
C. 1409: The Conciliar Movement
 1. The cardinals of both popes, tired of the duelling leaders, proposed a council in 

Pisa in 1409 (The cardinals came, but the 2 popes refused)
 2. Outcomes of the council
  a. The cardinals took measures to address the widespread practices of simony 

(the buying or selling of ecclesiastical privileges, for example pardons or 
benefices)

  b. Voted to depose both popes and appointed Alexander V to be the new Pope
 3. When this decision reached Rome and Avingnon, both popes refused to resign, 

resulting in having three popes
 4. Alexander V died (in less than a year of being elected), and John XXIII appointed 

new pope
 5. John unable to bring reconciliation and through political pressure fled to Emperor 

Sigismund for refuge
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Notes 6. Sigismund called for the Council of Constance (1414) to put an end to the crazi-
ness and bring some stability

  a. John XXIII forced to resign as Pope
  b. Gregory XII resigned (he had promised to resign if his rivals did too)
  c. Pope Benedict XIII (of Avingnon) refused to resign but by this time (and with 

the Hundred Years War in France), he was not respected or heeded. Aving-
non never elected a successor.

  d. Martin V elected as the sole Pope over the church
 7. Those who gathered at Constance had hoped, not only to end the schism, but 

also to begin the long process of ridding the church of heresy and corruption. 
It was with the first of these in mind that they condemned John Huss... When it 
came to evils such as simony, pluralism and absenteeism, the council found that it 
could do little more than issue some fairly general decrees. It therefore resolved to 
take measures for the continuation of what it had begun, and ordered that similar 
councils should meet periodically in order to make certain that the reformation that 
began at Constance would continue (Justo González. The Story of Christianity, 
Vol. 1. page 345).

III. The papacy draws criticism
A. With the papacy declining in prestige, other religious movements sprang up or were 

off-shoots from recognized orders
 1. The Franciscans
  a. The question of whether or not to own property; and if so who “owns” it – the 

church or the order or no one?
  b. Franciscans divided into two groups:
   • The Spirituals, who maintained absolute poverty and thought they nor the 

church should own property. The Spirituals were vocal in their discontent 
with the church (and its affluence)

   • The Conventuals, who sought to work with the Catholic Church 
  c. Spirituals eventually condemned and excommunicated
 2. The Flagellants
  a. Religious zealots who sought to atone for their sins through self-inflicted pain
  b. Were known to starve themselves, tote large wooden crosses, and carry 

around whips that they routinely used on themselves
  c. Subtle message that one doesn’t need a pope or a priest to issue weak and 

ineffective penances
 3. Public distrust of the church
  a. The populace began to question the tenants and practices of the church (not 

just theologians)
   • Italian writer/poet Boccaccio: wrote anti-clerical pieces
   • English writers Langland and Chaucer: condemned church wealth
  d. Lollards (from the Dutch word for mutterer or mumbler): followers of Wyclif 

and Huss who condemned church practices
B. Major players
 1. William of Ockham (1290-1349) and Ockham’s razor (see page 3)
 2. John Wyclif (about 1329-1384) (see page 4)
 3. Jan Hus (1374-1415) (see page 4)

IV. Why this segment of history matters (or should matter) to me
 A. How does this lesson enhance your knowledge of God?

 B. In what new ways are you challenged in your own walk with Christ? 
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From Eerdmans’ Handbook to the History of Christianity. ©1977. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.
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