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WHY ARE THERE
SO MANY
DENOMINATIONS?

John 17:20-23 (ESV)

20 “ do not ask for these only, but also for those who will be-
lieve in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one,
just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me | have given
to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 | in
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one,
so that the world may know that you sent me and loved
them even as you loved me.

John 17:20-23 (The Message)

I'm praying not only for them but also for those who will believe in
me because of them and their witness about me. The goal is for all
of them to become one heart and mind—Just as you, Father, are in
me and | in you, so they might be one heart and mind with us. Then
the world might believe that you, in fact, sent me. The same glory
you gave me, | gave them, so they’ll be as unified and together as
we are—I in them and you in me. Then they’ll be mature in this one-
ness, and give the godless world evidence that you've sent me and
loved them in the same way you'’ve loved me.

. The “WHY?” question

A. Why? as in reason, logic, or explanation
B. Why? as in motive

Il. Why so many denominations: by way of rea-
son, logic, or explanation

A. The Pendulum Effect (see chart* to right)

B. Language and Geography

1. In Europe and Asia Minor
a. Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and Protes-
tants (much “regional” religion)
b. Individual countries established “official” denomi-
nations
c. Tolerance, civil war, or exodus

2. In South America: religion determined by the settling
countries of Spain and Portugal (Roman Catholicism)

3. In North America: colonists tended to travel and settle

d N
78. The Pendulum Effect in Ghurch History

EMPHASIS ON BIBLIGAL EMPHASIS ON

EMOTIONS CHRISTIANITY INTELLECT
Montanism

(2nd century)

Gnosticism (2nd—3rd
centuries)

Monasticism
(3rd—10th centuries)

Scholasticism
(11th—1%th centuries)

Mysticism (14th—15th
centuries)

Reformation Ortho-

doxy (16th—17th
centuries)

Pietism and Metho-
dism (17th—18th

AR

in homogenized groups (see Thirteen Colonies chart centuries)
on page 2) Liberalism (19th—20th
a. Presbyterianism in the United States (see Ameri- centuries)
. . Pentecostalism and

can Presbyterian Family Tree chart on page 2) the Charismatic
b. Baptists (see American Baptist Family Tree chart Movement

on page 3) (20th century)

\_ /

c. Methodists, Lutherans, and Episcopals

*

Academic Books. Grand Rapids, MI. Zondervan Publishing

All charts in this lesson are taken from Robert C. Walton’s Chronological and Background Charts of Church History. © 1986

House.
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53. Religion in the Thirteen Golonies

CHARTER CHARTER FIRST RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHED
GOLONY DATE RECIPIENT SETTLED SETTLERS MAIN REASON FOR COMING ORIENTATION CHURGH
VIRGINIA | 1606 | Virginia Gompany | 1607 English Economic gain Anglican ‘Ghurch of England
J 1824 \Royal Golony \
MASSACHUSETTS | 1619 | Pilgrims | 1620 | Pilgrims | Religious freedom | Separatists | Congregational
| 1629 | Mass. Bay Co. | Puritans Establish theocracy Gongregationalist
| 1682 | Royal Golony |
NEW HAMPSHIRE \ 16879 | Royal Golony | 1623 | Puritans | Expansion from Massachusetts Bay | Gongregationalist | Gongregational
NEW YORK ‘ 1664 ‘Royal Golony ‘ 16224 !Dutch ‘Economic gain |Dutch Reformed ’Ch[uléch ]of England
1692
MARYLAND | 1632 | Lord Baltimore | 1634 English Refuge for Roman Catholics Roman Gatholic | Church of England
&5 and other (1691)
| 1691 | Royal Golony | o
CONNEGTIGUT ‘ 1662 ‘John Winthrop, Jr. ‘ 1634 |Purimns ‘Expnnsion from Massachusetts Bay |Congregationalist |Congregational
(Royal Golony) =
RHODE ISLAND \ 162424 ,‘,5359“ Williams | 1636 English ‘Radicals fleeing Massachusetts Bay Gongregationalist | None
| 1663 K | Renewed i | e & N
NEW JERSEY 1664 John Berkeley
George Carteret 1638 Swedish Economic gain Lutheran None
‘ 1702 ‘Royal Golony ‘ | Dutch | Expansion from N.Y. | Dutch Reformed |
| English | Religious freedom | Quaker |
DELAWARE | 1683 | Duke of York | 1638 | swedish ! Economic gain | Lutheran ‘ None
| 1693 | Part of Pa. | | Dutch | | Dutch Reformed |
\ 1704 \ Separate gov't | \ English | |Anglican ]
NORTH CAROLINA J 1712 | Separate gov't from S.C. | 1653 English Economic gain Anglican Church of England
| 1729 | Royal Golony |
SOUTH GAROLINA i 1663 Garolina Gompany ! 1670 | English | Economic gain | Anglican | Church of England
17
I French ‘ Religious freedom I Huguenots l (7%}
PENNSYLVANIA 1681 William Penn 1681 | English | Religious freedom | Quaker | None
German | Fleeing Thirty Years” War | Lutheran |
Religious freedom Mennonite
Brethren
Amish
Schwenkfelder 8
Moravian
GEORGIA | 1732 | James Oglethorpe | 1733 | English | Relief for those in debtors’ prisons | Anglican | Ghurch of England
1758
i 1782 J Royal Colony | | German ‘ Religious freedom | Moravian | ( )

68. An American Presbyterian Family Tree

1774 —Reformed Presbyterian Church
in North America

Orthodox Presb.\ Ghurch

1937
Bible 1965\ RPGCES
Presb. Gh.
196 rresb. Churcn
1982)— PCA
old Old School
1706—Presbyterian Church /[ Side™\ 1758 1837 1870  Presbyterian Church, United Presb._
1741\ New | 1810 \_New School | iSRS 1936 1858/ Church;, USA Presb.
Side 1983 ) Church,—
USA
Presb. Ghurch in the
1861\ Confederate States Eresh. chunch 1975
in the U.S.

of America

Cumberland Presbyterian
Church

_ Associate Presbyterian Ghurch

1858 United Presbyterian Church
of North America
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church

1822

Associate Reformed Presbyterian
GChurch (Govenanters)

1762 —Reformed
Presbytery

1833—Reformed Presbyterian Church
of Neorth’America (Covenanters)

o /
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69. An American Baptist Family Tree

Seventh-Day Baptists

General Association
of Separatist Baptists

Primitive Baptists

National Baptist
Gonvention of America

National Baptist Gonvention of
the U.S.A., Inc.

Progressive
1961 Baptist Convention ~

1895 Southern Baptist

1905 Gonvention
American Baptist

Association
1827 (Landmarkers)
Baptist Missionary 1845

Gonvention

1872

1639—British c. 1770
Separatists

Old Lights

New Lights

General Association of
Regular Baptist Ghurches

Conservative Baptist
Association of America

1950—American
Baptist Gonvention

Northern Baptist 1932
Gonvention

1910

Free Will Baptist (North)

Free Will Baptists

North American Baptist

1840/ General Conference

Baptist General
Gonference

European Anabaptists

1852

lll. Why so many denominations: by way of motive Notes
A. Interpretation and doctrine

1. Denominations that came out of the Protestant Reformation (see A Family Tree of
Protestant Denominational Groups, page 4).

a. Lutherans: followers of Martin Luther and his teachings
b. Reformed: followers of John Calvin and his teachings

+  Anglican: Reformers who influenced England

§ Methodists: Started by the Wesley brothers

§ Baptists: Started by John Smyth and Thomas Helwy in England —
Separatists from the Church of England. Originally held to Calvinist
teaching (with the exception of infant baptism) and were later influ-
enced by the teachings of the Dutch Theologian of Jacob Arminias
— which is why there are General Baptist Churches and Reformed
Baptist Churches today

+  Anabaptists: rejected Roman Catholic church; taught re-baptism
§ Menno Simons: Mennonite Church
§ Jacob Amman: Amish Church

+  Presbyterians
2. Doctrinal differences and interpretation

a. Sacraments
«  Baptism: Believer’s vs. Covenant baptism; immersion vs. sprinkling
«  Eucharist (Lord’s Supper): transubstantiation, consubstantiation; spiritual
presence or symbolic presence, etc.
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b. Ecclesiology: independent, hierarchy, or councils

c. Theological issues
+  Original sin
* Human will
+  Predestination/election
+  Scope and range of the atonement
+  Ordo salutis (order of salvation)
+  Perseverance of the saints

d. 19th-20th Century social and moral issues
+  Abolition of slavery
+  Pronhibition (or allowance) of alcoholic beverages
« Women'’s rights (in society and in the church)
*  Homosexuality
«  Other

3. Cults
a. Mormons: Joseph Smith (1830)
b. Christian Science: Mary Baker Eddy (1879)
c. Jehovah’s Witnesses (1884)

B. Higher Criticism

1. Principles of Darwin’s Origin of the Species grew in application to affect all studies

a. “Evolution” and deconstruction of the Bible
b. Liberal interpretation of the Bible
c. Influence of logic and science

2. Subjectivism

44. A Family Tree of Protestant

Denominational Groups

a. Neo-orthodoxy
b. Cultural interpretation (or rejection)

Lutheran

1817

Methodist

Baptist

1787

Presbyterian

1612

Reformed

1560

Anglican

Anabaptist

N 1534
c.1520

1525 P

1517
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